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□ This report is based on translations ftom tiie original language into the following language 
which IS the language ofa translation fiirnished for the purposes of: ess 
I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23. 1 (b)) 

I I P^ljlication ofthe international appHcation (under Rule 12.4) 

Q international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55 3) 

I I J^tenmtionalappKcationasorigimUyffled/fiiniished 
fx] the description: 

pages 1-12 as originally filed/fumished 
pages* received by this Authority on witih the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the lettw of 



fxl the claims: 



[x1 the drawings: 



pages 
pages* 
pages* 
pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 
17-20 as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 
received by this Authority on with the letter of 



pages 1/5-5/5 as originally filed/furnished 



pages'* 



received by this Authority on with the letter of 
pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 
3-. (X] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I I the description, pages 
[x] the claims, pages 13-16 
r 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 
I I the sequence listing (y/7ecij5;): 
I I ™ytable(s) related to Resequence listing (ypec/jj;): 

1^ J the description, pages 
f~[ the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/figs 
n the sequence listing (jpgajj;): 

\~] ^y^ble(s) related to Resequence listing (ipeczjj;): 
^U^n 4 applies, some or all oX those sheets may be marked '^superseded, " 
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1. ' Statement 



Novelty (N) 
Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
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YES 


Claims 




NO 


Claims 


1-33 


YES 


Claims 




NO 


Claims 


1-33 . 


YES 


Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and e:q>lanation8 (Rule 70.7) 



NOVELTY (N) AND TNVRN TIVE STF.P riS) claims l--^-^ 

The invention of the claims is a method of actuating and an actuator operated by electroosmotic force No 
mdmdual citation or obvious combination of citations disclose or feirly suggest all of Ihe features of such an 

^t,°M!^.f^^M^ ^^^^if ^ '^^"^ 'i^^^^ » 6). However, it has a closed chamber 72 with a 

movable^deformable membrane 74 connecting an actuator arm 76 and a pump 70, as opposed to an open-ended 
^1^^ ^ actuator/piston m direct fluid communication with the Kquid in the tube (wherein an electrical field 
IS applied along a lengthwise axis across the tube) as defmed in the present claims. The latter device offers a 
amplCT and more compact structure and does not appear to be obvious from the teaching of the prior art 
Therefore, the mvention as defined in the present claims is considered to be novel and i^^^entive 
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